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I grew up in the state of Georgia in the United States. Life

there was very different from my life now in Kawasaki!
| grew up out in the country in the middle of the woods,
with a big family that drove around in a big car. Church
was our biggest social event of the week. | often miss
Southern food when | am away from home—barbecue,
fried chicken, big fruit pies---

| first came to Japan when | was a college student to
study Japanese culture. The thing that first interested
me about Japan was haiku! | liked its way of expressing
nature so vividly in just a few words. Now many years
later | am living here as a graduate student, still studying
Japanese literature. | also enjoy many other things about
life in Japan, especially the delicious food and visiting hot
springs!

For me, my first interest in a foreign culture ended up
entirely changing my life. | want to encourage you to
have your own adventures exploring foreign cultures
that interest you! This class is a great chance to get your
feet wet and get comfortable with communication in a
foreign language, so | hope you come and give it a try!
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