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My name is Sheila Cliffe and [ was born and brought up in the south west of England. My parents
originally came from Manchester, a big northern, cotton town. After going to art school for one year, [
left for London, and I studied art and drama, and after getting my degree, | went to drama school for a
year. [ was studying a martial art and my teacher invited me to Japan for the summer vacation. I arrived
in the summer of 1985. I have been here ever since. I studied to become an English teacher and have
been teaching in universities for over twenty years.

I love the variety of Japan: summer, winter, north, south, city, country, technology and tradition. I have
climbed its mountains and explored many parts by bicycle. I particularly love Japanese textile art, and
for 20 years | have been studying stencil dyeing and have a license in kimono. I went to kimono dressing

classes and after two years | qualified as a kimono dresser and teacher. [ am committed to building
cross-cultural understanding by holding kimono events in the UK. I give speeches, demonstrations and have held five
exhibitions of my extensive kimono collection in the UK. At present [ am working on a PhD based upon research of kimono in

Japanese society, today.
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Standing in the terraces takes me back to England
pre-Hillsborough, when it was not compulsory to
have all-seater stadiums, with all the fans in this
area standing, singing passionately and waving
banners and flags throughout the game. I feel very
much at home supporting my local team Kawasaki
Frontale. The majority of the crowd however are
passive in contrast, seated and quiet, while some
children play computer games adults queue for
drinks during the game. In England the pace of the
game is quicker so requires more attention and
engagement, fans are constantly criticising or
encouraging players, giving views on tactics and
challenging decisions, albeit in the most bias of
ways. Here the fans are more involved, consumed
by the action-some fans do though become slightly
to enthusiastic and resort to angry frustrated
shouting, usually at the referee or opponents.
Previously you would not have seen too many young
children or families at games because of this,
(although now it is gradually changing), something
that is very evident in Japan along with groups of
ladies as well. This community spirit is something [
really appreciated, with many fans walking or
cycling to the game together. At games in England
people are more likely to show emotions, be it
ecstatic in victory or depressed in defeat. Whereas
in Japan maybe there is more less emotion shown,
something that is reflected in both societies.
Recently with television rights and the money
involved, the media has been hyping up every game
to generate interested to the point where it is a
disaster if your team loses, fueling the ‘must win at
all cost’ nature.
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